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Options for Farmland Protection: OLT and the NRCS 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program  
By Eric Gramlich, Outreach and Partnership Manager
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Alford Forest: Trees in the Heart of the Bryant Creek 
Watershed
By Brian Haenke, Executive Director, AFI
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Partners and Positive Outcomes: The Inception of 
Habitat Strike Teams and Invasive Honeysuckle 
Removal at OLT’s Schulze Nature Preserve
By Eric Gramlich, Outreach and Partnership Manager
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Legacy Giving 
By Diana L. Sheridan, Executive Director 
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Springfield Earth 
Day Music Fest 
By Taylor Dye, Conservation Specialist 
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By Rachel Hopkins, Business Owner & Larry Levin, Contributing Writer 

Rachel and Joe Hopkins
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Scan the QR code or visit https://arcg.is/0jny95 to 
explore the StoryMap.
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Protecting the Meramec River Watershed: Using GIS 
to Tell Our Story
By Carl Taylor, GIS Specialist 
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Conserving our Future
At the March 2026 Board of Directors meeting, OLT started strategic 
planning for the next 5 years.  The prior strategic plan was completed 
in 2020 for the 5 years 2021 – 2025.  We accomplished most of our 
financial goals including increased individual donations, increased 
corporate and foundation grants as well as increases to our operating 
and stewardship endowments.  A comparison of operating finances 
between the two years:

In 2025, we worked with numerous foundations and the state to 
purchase Moore Cave in Perry County with donations of $784,000 
and $125,000 to steward the property in perpetuity.  

During our initial strategic planning we have already identified the 
following:

•	 Additional staffing needs to increase our ability to do more 
projects

•	 A review of OLT’s policy for accepting land donations and 
the cost of stewarding fee owned property 

•	 OLT property threatened by data centers
•	 Identifying projects important to our strategic partners
•	 Continuing need to improve our accounting system to 

identify detailed costs by project

Stewarding the organization to another steadfast 40 years is 
our biggest goal.   While it is exciting to do the occasional large 
project like Moore Cave, we strive to continue to work with willing 
landowners to conserve their property.  Your donations, large and 
small, are all appreciated and help us to do this rewarding work to 
conserve the Ozarks land and water around us.

ozarklandtrust.org

By Debbie Gittinger, OLT President


