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As we head into our 40th anniversary
year in 2024, we look back fondly at
some of the projects that Ozark Land
Trust has done over the years since its
1984 inception.

We have had so many great people
and partners that have participated in
our projects to permanently protect
Ozark lands across our beautiful
region. While this Holler touches
only on a small sample, we thought
it might be fun to hear from the
landowners, board members and
staffers who participated in some of
them.

Our diversity of geographies and
natural resources over almost 40 years
show a commitment to the breadth of
Ozark beauty and landscapes... from
forests to farmlands, watersheds to
scenic views, and beyond.

The great and challenging work that
OLT has done through the years was
recently honored by the Missouri
Conservation Heritage Foundation

A look back...
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and Missouri Department
of Conservation, who
recognized OLT with
its Conservation Impact
Partner Award.

In 2024, we’ll hear through
the year from those who
have been involved with
OLT in a variety of ways,
and reflect on our history
and on what’s on the
drawing board for... well,
if not the next 40 years,
at least the forseeable
future.

We’ve added our 40th
anniversary to our logo
to commemorate this
special milestone, and as
we roll into the new year, we'll tell you
about the way we hope to celebrate
with you, leading up to fun gatherings
during the year.

Thanks to ALL of you who have
helped OLT protect well over 30,000
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Executive Director Larry Levin and Board President
Karen Massey (left), accept the Conservation Impact
Award from the Conservation Heritage Foundation
and the Missouri Department of Conservation.

acres of Ozarklands, and by the end of
2024 we look forward to moving even
closer to 40,000 acres protected...a
goal that even just a few years ago
might have seemed beyond reach.
Now, with your partnership, it’s not
only possible, but very likely!
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Origins Small and Large
Eureka Springs, AR

Andy Thomas, longtime board member
and leader of Ozark Land Trust

Eureka Springs, Arkansas has
always had a quirky but very strong
environmental movement. Folks
that live there cherish the rugged
mountain scenery, trees, wildlife,
and waterways, along with its
unique regional history. They want
to enjoy what they have been given,
share their bounty with visitors,
but they also want to see its beauty
and history protected. Ozark Land
Trust found a symbiotic homeland
there as the organization began
growing and doing good work in the
1980s. People, partnerships, ideas,
energy and a little bit of money
came together with a common
goal -- to protect some of the most
scenic, fragile, and historic sites in
the area. Through various creative
approaches, OLT became the proud
owner of several properties in and
near Eureka Springs to protect in
perpetuity.

Amy’s Woods (7.5 acres) was Otto
and Emilia (Amy) Mayer’s beloved
little mountain-top patch of pines
and oaks, adorned with a funky,
marvelous little cabin where these
local legends lived for decades.
OLT took ownership of the
property in 1993 to permanently
protect it, and continues to
diligently safeguard the trees,
animals, cave, and cabin in Amy’s
honor.

Just around the bend, on a different
mountain-top, sits OLT’s Oak Hill

Preserve. Beginning in 1997, Mary
Jane Fritsch, another local legend
(a humble powerhouse) who lived
in the area her entire life, donated
146 acres of her family’s stunning
heritage to OLT for permanent
protection. With it came the historic
Oak Hill Grange building, a scarce
relic of past cultures where people
gathered regularly to learn, gossip,
feast, play, and grieve.

OLT became the owner of several
other properties in the area during
those early formidable years in its
journey - all for the greater good.
Eureka Springs folks have always
done things their own way; in doing
so, they have, in turn, had a profound
impact on the development and
success of OLT.
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Regenerative Ag Before its Time
New Pear Farm, AR

Andy Thomas

When the Johnson Pear Farm was
founded in 1908, it was miles from
Fayetteville. ~ These days, Ozark
Land Trust’s historic New Pear Farm
(as it is now called) is just beyond
Fayettevilles City Limit. Over the
decades, Ben Johnson and his sister
Anne Prichard, multi-generation

family owners, witnessed chunk after

chunk of neighboring lands being
gobbled up by suburbs, strip malls,
and freeways as the city sprawled
south. Ben, a soft-spoken and rather
forward-thinking environmentalist,
dearly loved his family’s legacy and
wanted it protected. But rather
than “hands-oft” conservation, he
preferredamore “hands-on” approach
where the soils and productivity

of the farm could be engaged to
produce healthy local food while
simultaneously protecting and even
restoring its natural resources. Ben's
philosophy epitomized “Regenerative
Agriculture” before this trendy
buzzword was ever conceived. In
order to fulfill his dream, Ben
befriended the fledgling OLT and
served on its Board for many years
beginning in the early 90%s. Slowly
and methodically (over ten years),
he donated four distinct, contiguous
parcels ofland (201 acres total) to OLT
to protect in perpetuity. Ben didn’t
live to see his dream of ecological
agriculture being implemented on
New Pear Farm, but his trust in OLT
and its mission created an incredibly
vital greenspace among a sea of
development at the foot of Kessler
Mountain. The importance of Ben’s
vision to the region in terms of
conservation, local food production,
and education is still unfolding, but it
will likely become even more critical
and valuable as time moves on....

www.OzarkLandTrust.org 3
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MISSION
To help people protect
and conserve the natural resources
and beauty of the Ozarks and to
advocate for land conservation.

Ted Heisel, former OLT Executive
Director, was integrally involved in
the pictured project in Washington
County; MO.
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Can we mitigate the harm of
development on wildlife? A
practice pursued under the federal
Endangered Species Act attempts to
do just that. When a listed species
is found in the path of a utility line
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John Klevorn, or building project the developer

Secretary is often required to protect habitat
Loring Bullard for the species elsewhere to provide
Mike Currier « LR

Mark Curtis compensatory mitigation.

Joe Engeln

Over the past 20 years, OLT has
agreed to hold conservation
easements on several tracts of land
to protect streams, wetlands, and

Dr. Diana Gray
Danni Hoefer
Jennifer Hoggatt
Peter Hofherr

Bob Morgan :

Harvard Muhm forests to offset impacts to those
Deanna Ray resources. One such project came
Jim Reeves

about in 2016 when a national
retail chain built a large distribution
center.

Andrew Thomas

STAFF
Larry Levin

Executive Director To offset the loss of forests that

were habitat of the endangered
Indiana bat, the company was
required to fund the placement of a
conservation easement on 193 acres

Abigail Lambert, River
Stewardship Manager

Haley Smith,
Conservation Manager

Eric Gramlich, of forest nearby. That forestland will
Conservation Outreach & now remain protected in perpetuity
Partner Manager

to serve as an enduring refuge for
the bat and other wildlife.

Michelle Scherer,
Conservation Project Manager

Taylor Dye,
Conservation Specialist

Alexis Robles,
Administrative Associate
Follow Us!
Facebook & Instagram
@0OzarkLandTrust
(573) 817-2020
info@ozarklandtrust.org
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Farms and Watersheds... Forever
Huzzah Creek, MO

Rachel Hopkins, whose family owns
hundreds of agricultural acres on
Huzzah Creek, where OLT and its
partners have protected and provided
restoration and erosion protection on
well over 1,000 acres of critical Ozark
lands.

In todays world, generational
farms and ranches are becoming
relics of the past. As the older
generations die off, the children
rarely have an interest unless it
consists of building another house
or monetizing and subdividing the
ground - what their forebearers
worked their lives for. Being a farm
that has been in the family for over
80 years, we wanted to stop that
process before it could ever begin.

Working with OLT, we have been
able to protect just under half
of the family farm from future
subdivision and monetizing by
future generations. It can be
difficult to anticipate the future
needs of a working farm in a
conservation easement due to
the constrictive nature. However,
in most cases we feel that both
our needs and OLT goals have
been achieved though lengthy
discussions and  negotiation.
Monetary ~ compensation  has
always played a part in the
decision making, but carrying
the knowledge that development
is curtailed and ground division
cannot take place makes us rest
easy for the future when we are not
on this earth.

www.OzarkLandTrust.org 5




From Protection to Restoration
Bull Creek, MO

Fred G McQueary, MD, MMM, CPE,
owner of almost 900 acres on Bull
Creek in southwest MO on which OLT
holds a conservation easement

My journey directed me to OLT even
before I knew about their existence.
I worked for years on my property
to improve it for wildlife...which
ended up being a project focusing
on restoration of the native Ozark
Landscape. Thirty years of this
produced a unique situation that
was still not truly valued for what
it was...... it was more valuable as
development land. In order for me to
ensure my work would not go under
the developer’s bulldozer after I
leave this place, it was important for
me to protect my work and ensure it
continued onward. I came to realize

that a conservation easement was made the decision easy...almost as
the answer to my concerns. The fact easy as getting the easement itself in
it actually allowed me to also have place.

some financial benefit in return
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Thanks to Our Generous Donors

We are so grateful to all those who
continue to support conservation in
our beautiful Ozarks by making a gift
to Ozark Land Trust. Happy holidays
from all of us at OLT!

List represents gifts received through
November 8, 2023. *Indicates $500+

Dianna Adorjan

Ralph & Janet Alexander

David H. & Melanie A. Alpers
David H. & Sandra L. Alspaugh
Wayne Althen

Mary Christine Angelo
Anonymous

Arkansas Forestry Association
Richard Armstrong*

George P. & Angel Avery*

Carol E. Bachhuber

Margaret E. Bahe

Kristine M. Ballhorn

Joan & Michael Banks

Deborah Barker

Pam & Jerry Barnabee*

John Beaton*

Beaver Water District

Dave & Nancy Bedan

Nancy C. & Duane C. Benton
Brooks E. Bingman

Scott & Linda Blansit
Christopher F. Blumenhorst
Lloyalea W. & Glenn Boettcher*
Irving & Melody Boime
Suzzanne G. Bouchard*
Michael Brady

Dr. Mark J. Brodkey*

Denslow Brown

Loring Bullard

William A. & Ester T. Bultas
Dan & Connie Burkhardt*
Robert E. & Toni D. Burton
Charles Burwick & Lisa Berger
Stephen Bybee

Thomas Hunter Caldwell

John M. Camp*

Donald Charles Cannon

David T. Catlin

Daniel Lee & Mona L Caylor
James L. & Linda S. Chambers
Linda J. & D. Jack Childers
Christine Gempp Love Foundation*
Jamie Coe

Laura T. Cohen

Community Foundation of the Ozarks*
Elizabeth A. & Douglas E. Copeland
Julie Courtney

Elisabeth F. & Norman Creighton

Dan Curran

Heidi Currier

Michael P. Currier*

Thomas E Currier

Barbara Bauer & Ted Curtis
Mark R. Curtis*

William A. Dalton & Sue A. Dalton
Andy Davidson

Tom & Martha Davis

Janet & Kevin Day

Bruce A. & Cynthia A. Denney
Donald L. Dick

David W. & Martha A. Dingler
Alicia & David Docter

Aaron Dohogne

Robert W. Dollard

Sandra U. Drake

Harold & Jill Draper*

Carol DuMontier

Marshall & Faye M. Dyer
Caroline Early*

Martin Eastwood

Mr. William Eckert

Rachel R. & David R. Eidelman*
Seth A. & Marion G. Eisen*

Joe Engeln*

David E & Susan Toft Everson
Sandy Falloon

Carol A. & Michael P. Finn
Suzanne C. Fischer

Deborah Fordyce*

Robert L. Foshee

Gary & Patti Freeman

Roger & Kit Freudenberg

Jude & Kricket Gaillot*

Gregg & Sheila Galbraith*

James Eugene Gardner & Elizabeth A. Cook*
Robert W. Gibson & Angela M. Warner
Gary & Lillian L. Giessow
Margaret P. Gilleo & Charles J. Guenther*
Debbie L. Gittinger*

Gregory Gleich

Dr. Dane Glueck*

Joseph E. Godi

P. Wayne & Jane B. Goode Foundation*
Carol & Grimsley Graham

Diana L. Gray*

Matthew Gray

David Paul & Janet Louise Haas*
Elaine Hackerman

David L. Haenke

R. Diane Hall*

Dr. Thomas B. & Margaret Hall
Kenneth C. & Cleo A. Hamilton
Sharon A. & Herbert A. Harms
Mel Harness

Dr. Thomas J. & Janice K. Hart
Hawk Hill Residents’ Association

Kirk W Hawkins IT & Deborah L Rumpf*
Linda Headrick & David Setzer
Philip Heagney & Barbara Prosser
Heart of America Fly Fishers*
Heartland Conservation Alliance
John Heasly

Patsy Heasly

Linda Heinicke

Edward G. & Marilyn T. Heisel
Elaine C. Himes

Kevin D. Hogan & Carla M. Bascom
Michael A. & Julie Holley*

Lezlee L. Holt

Rick & Lotsie Holton*

Amanda Honigfort & Nick Potje
Anne Rankin & Robert B. Horton
Andrew T. & Janet W. Hoyne

Jim & Phyllis Huettner

Ron & Catherine Hughes

Paige Humecki

Larry & Joan Hummel*

Steven A. Humphrey

Katharine C. Hunvald

Stephen Ibendahl

Craig S. Ingraham

Dwight & Barbara Ittner*

C. Kay & Betty D. Johnson

David Johnson

Father W. Paul Jones

Jim Jordan

Bill Kacerovskis & Lorrie Crossett
Kurt & Pouwa Kennett

A King

Laura Kinsell-Baer

Dr. Bob & Barb Kipfer

Mary Beth Kleekamp

Mr. R. John Klevorn, IIT

Janet M. Knight*

Steven Knight

John & Cathy Koenen

Ann & Carl Korschgen

Kermit & Teresa Kragnes

Lynne Kramer

Kenneth S. & Nancy S. Kranzberg
Kress Farm Garden Preserve*

Dr. Kathryn M. Krudwig*
Michelle & Matt Krueger
Suzanne Krumbach

Abigail Lambert*

Scott Woodbury & Abigail Lambert
Edward E. Lampe

Land Trust Alliance*

William A. & Virginia L. Landers
Kathy Lee

William & Susan Lekey

J. E. Leonard

Larry Levin

Mary Anne Lewallen*
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Donors, continued from p. 7

Leslie E. Lihou

Douglas Lincoln

Paul W. & Judie S. Lore

Christy Love

Shelley & Bradley J. Marshall*

Joy Ellen Martin*

Don Massey

Karen & Dwight Massey*

Liz Massey

Richard L. Matt

Dr. Gwendolyn L. Mattice

W. Dudley & Elizabeth D. McCarter
Jacqueline McCartney

Tom McClure

John & Cynthia McGee

Lesley K. MclIntire*

Eileen McManus

William Menke

Dale E. & Beverly Deane Mermoud*
Scott N. & Christine M. Merritt
Jim Hendren*

Carol J. Miller

Dwayne W. & Charlotte A. Miller
Missouri Department of Conservation
Missouri Prairie Foundation
Ginevera Moore

Barbara D. Moorman

Bob & Sharon Morgan*

Wayne L. Morton M.D.

Leanne & Dave Mosby

Janene Moser

MPUA

Harvard Muhm*

H. Yale & Alicia A. Muhm*

Martha Mundy

Mysun Charitable Foundation
Darla P Newman Irrevocable Trust*
Thomas R. Nichols DDS

Larry & Jill Nolan

Terri G. Norris

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Novack

John & Anita O’Connell*

Philip A. & E. Gayle O’'Hare

M:s Kathryn O’Neill

Charlie & Mary Beth O’Reilly*
Joanne G. Olszewski

Ozark Highlands Trail Association*
Ozark Wilderness Waterways Club
Richard & Maria Parker

James W. Spencer & Susan L. Parks-Spencer
Madeline Pendergrass

Anne Perkins*

Denis A. Peters

Dr. & Mrs. Glenn Pickett

Joel & Sue S. Picus

William R. Piper

Anne W. B. Prichard

Emily Rauh Pulitzer*

Carolyn Putnam

Susan Pyle

Gary & Christeen Raeker*

Gus & Shanna Raeker

Katie Rose Randall

Jacob & Leslie Reby*

James Reeves*

Tom Reeves*

Cindy Anne & Elie Riachi
Gordon & Barbara Risk*

Steve Roark

Brad W. Robbins*

Jason H. & Amy M. Rogers
Jeffrey & Sharon Rosenblum*
Kenton A. Ross, D.M.D., PA.
Fedora AMIS

Chris K. Roth

Robert Roth

Bill & Margaret Rowe

Betty Lou & Dennis A. Ruest
David L. Rus

Frances Russell

Michel L. & Karen L. Sage
Charles R. Salveter

Caroline M. Sant

Janet Sarff

Frederick Sawyer

Happy & Harvey Scherer

Edgar Schmidt Charitable Fund of the St.
Louis Community Foundation*
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Sebaugh

Lyle & Bill Seddon*

Thomas K. Seddon

Richard L. Seibel

Seamus Shannon

Gregorio A. & Kathy M. Sicard
Dr. John B. Simpson

Christine Smith & George Fuson
Kim M. Smith

Mr. Smith

Dr. Rollin & Bettina Sparrowe
Claudia S. Spener

Karen & Donald Stearns*

Cheryl Ann & Michael R. Steffan
Janet Sternburg

Peter F. Stevens & Elizabeth A. Kellogg
Paul Stupperich

Patricia E. & John Talley*

Target Circle*

Aletha Tetterton

Judith L. Tharp

Steve J. & Debbie Tharpe*

The Headwaters Conservancy
The Nature Conservancy

The P. Wayne & Jane B. Goode Foundation*
Reasor Family Fund*

Robert J. Trulaske, Jr. Family Foundation
Richard Thom
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Andrew L. & Diann Thomas
Bret P. & Kelly R. Thomas
Carol R. Thomas

Nick Thurwanger*

Jill Tidman

Herbert Tillema

Steven M. & Natalae C. Tillman*
William Tilton*

Charlie & Rhoda Transue
Robert & Ardith Trost

Dr. Philip C. & Rosilee A. Trotta
Nancy Tucher

John E Turner

Lawrence & Delores Tuttle
David & Jennifer Urich

Trygve Veum*

Andrew Voudouris

Christine Wallach

Marcia K. Walsh

Richard J. & Nancy K. Watson
Myrl R. & Carolyn Wear

Mark E. & Debra K. Weaver
Kenneth A. Webb

The Rev. Stephen Weissman & Gary
Ross-Reynolds

James M. Welsh

H. Dean Whipple & Karen Hopkins
David Whitney

Rad Widmer

John Wieland

Mike & Laura Williams

James M. & Barbara G. Willock
Harley Winfrey

Jeffrey J. Winzerling*

Susan Wiseheart

Jack H. & Barbara A. Witte*
Duane Woltjen*

Thomas Wombacher

Jim & Lois Wyman*

Fred Young

Jeff & Leslie Zacks

Support Our 40th
Anniversary

Leave a Legacy Gift

Or contribute to our
Operating Endowment
Contact Executive Director

Larry Levin:
Larrylevin@ozarklandtrust.org
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